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railroad tracks, pelted by sleet, hail and rain. Then two young
ladies of Council Bluffs induced a boy to steal his father's
engine, and a committee of Omaha sympathisers threw
together a train of box-cars. When the train reached Kelly's
encampment it was found to be too small to accommodate
the Army, and was regretfully returned.

After a number of unsuccessful skirmishes General
Kelly decided to walk his Army to Washington, where
he would join General Coxey. Taking to the road with
twelve wagons loaded with food and campstuffs donated
by the people of Omaha and Council Bluffs, the Army made
an imposing array with flags and banners and General Kelly
at its head astride of a fine black horse presented by an
enthusiastic Council Bluffs citizen. After two days the
soles of Jack's shoes wore off, and he was walking on his
socks. He went to the commissary, but they claimed they
had no shoes for him. The next day he had such a crop of
blisters that he could hardly walk; as a gesture of protest
he walked in his bare feet. . . which promptly brought shoes
from the commissary.

The state of Iowa was friendly and hospitable; when the
Army arrived at a town the entire population lined the main
street with flags and banners. As soon as the men were
encamped the crowds moved out there to have community
sings, listen to political speeches, and watch the town nine
play baseball against the Army team. Jack remarks in his
notebook that the ladies mingled their sweet voices with
those of the boys all hoarse from the cold weather. He also
notes with pride that everybody expressed a good opinion
of the Army, and many were surprised at the gentlemanly
bearing and honest appearance of the boys.

Still a non-conformist, finding discipline intolerable, and
with a desire to know everything about the country through
which he was travelling, Jack ran the Army pickets every
night to look the new town over. He again developed
blisters and determined to ride the freights, but the marshals
provided wagons to get the non-walkers out of town. Just
before the Army reached Des Moines the wagon rides ran